CAPTAIN MARVE 




' CAPTAIN MARVEL. JR 





- 



CAPTAIN MARVEL, JR. 




CAPTAIN MARVEL. |R, 




CAPTAIN MARVEL. JR. 





FOR THE FIRST TIME IN A COMIC MAGAZINE! 
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HE ELEMENTAL MENACE * 



EUREKA!" It was an old-fashioned ex- 
ssion, but Professor Carl Seaton 
't help using it as he held up the small 
At its bottom reposed a tiny speck 



than 




prufessor was referring to the 
pi elements. Up until 1943, only ninety- 
rments were known to exist, from hydro- 
Then, with the advent of Che 
o entirely new artificial ele ; 
:s were first produced — number 93, named 
Lunium. and number 94, Plutonium, 
ience went on. American. Curium and 
Eornium quickly followed, numbers 95. 96. 
97 Just a few months ago. 98 and 99 had 
announced but not yet- named. Joining 
race for new elements, Professor Seaton 
set his sights for number 100 — and now 



Vhat will you name 



asked Peter 



;e professor shook his head. "I hadn't 
ght about it. Americium was named in 
ii of America of course. Curium was in 
ir of Madame Curie. Californium for the 
■ in which it was discovered. This new 
tent . . . well, time enough later for naming 
light now, let's determine its properties." 
ley went to work, testing, examining, mak- 
records. "'Just think," the professor mused 
ley went along. "This speck of new matter 
if mosl valuable thing in the world right 
. It's the only bit of element 100 in exist- 
It only weighs three milligrams, but in 
:y alone it's almost priceless, just as if it 
e The only bit of gold known to exist, 
er scientists would gladly pay a million 
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d not notice the strange 
gleam in Peter Thode's eyes, at these wordB. 
A gleam of avarice and greed! 

But suddenly the professor made an ex- 
clamation of surprise. "What's this?" he cried. 
"It weighs over four milligrams now! But I 
was sure it was only three milligrams before, 
How could it gain weight like that?" He pon- 
dered for a moment then shrugged. "I suppose 
wc made an error the first time we weighed 
it. But it's late now. Time for some well-earned 
sleep." 

They retired, but an hour later a figure crept 
back into the laboratory silently. It was Peter 
Thode. He took the test-tube out of its lead- 
lined case. The speck of element 100 glowed 
In the dark. It was radioactive of course, like 
all new man-made elements. He paused for a 
moment, startled. Did it look larger again? 
No, it must be imagination. He placed it back 
in the protective lead box and stole pat intfl 



the 
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"It's worth a million dollars to other scien- 
tists!" he gloated to himself. "And if Ameri- 
can scientists won't buy it, knowing it's 
stolen, I'll be able to sell it to some foreign 
nation! They'll grab it up with no questions 
asked.' But first, to go into hiding for the 
time being," 

Peter Thode had it all figured out, He 
rented a cheap room on the other side of 
town, under an assumed 1 name. He would lie 
low for a few days, while the police searched 
for him. Then he would contact the right 
parties and sell the latest and greatest dis- 
covery of science. 

Thode opened the box and took a took at 
it each night. The first night it seemed bigger, 
bur he put il down to imagination. But the 
second night there was no doubt— u was twice 
as large as before. The third night it was the 
t,ize of a pea. And a week later, as Thode 
opened th'e box, an intense radioactive glow 
shot forth. The elements had grown into a 
lump the size of a baseball! 

Thode clapped shut the lid with a bearing 
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heart It was dangerous now, Those radio- 
active rays were so intense that they could 
harm a man. He kept the leaden box closed 
*oi safety — but by the next day, the whole 
box itself was glowing. The deadly rays were 
working through the inadequate lead shield! 

Thode screeched in fear. His whole plot 
was upset. How could he keep the stolen ele- 
ment under cover when it kept growing and 
increasing in radioactivity? 

Thode wanted to run now and leave the 
cursed things behind, but he knew it was too 
late. In a mirror, he saw that his skin glowed. 
. He was already fatally contaminated with 
radioactivity. He was marked for death! Such 
bad been the price of his crime. 

Thode became calm now. He brought back 
the lead box to the laboratory, his steps drag- 
ging, fais breath becoming shorter. "Profes- 
*0rl" he gasped. "If this thing keeps growing, 
be a menace to the whole world I Destroy 

ur 

Thude'i voice faded away. He rocked on 
fat* feet (or a moment and fell. Then he lay 

To* professor stared in horror. Then he 
«P«ued the lead box and* staggered back at 
the flashing rays. The lump of element 100 
flow filled the entire box, still growingv And 
suddenly it moved, It tipped over the. box 
end tumbled out and to the flour. The pro- 
testor grabbed up a heavy tongs and tried 
te seize it. But the lump was already moving 
tor the open door.' It rolled outside and 
gathered speed down the street, with a streak 
behind it like a comet. 

The professor now realized what a horror 
he had let loose on the world. This element 
100 was something entirely new in science. 
Instead of being radioactive and breaking 
down its atoms all the time, it was radio- 
synthetic and was building itself tip! It prob- 
ably took atoms out of the air around it, in- 
creasing its own mass steadily. And it could 
move, most likely by shooting off jets of 
energy behind it. 

In short, with the ability to grow and to 
move, It was a new form oi life! It was like 
a horrible new kind of amoeba which could 
keep growing without limit. 

A frightful picture leaped into the profes- 
sor's mind. The glowing ball could keep roll- 
ing along, increasing its size. It would become 
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the size of a football, then a man, then 
house, then a" mountain. Eventually, it woui 
roll all over Earth's surface, crushing an 
blasting all in its way with its burning ray 
It would wipe out all life and civilization i 
the world. 

The professor groaned. He had created 
Frankenstein monster! 

In the following week, his worst fears wei 
partially realized. The glowing ball, now th 
we ot a man, was reported a thousand mile:! 
away, rolling through fields, destroying tree, 
and crops in its way. Luckily, like a witless 
amoeba, it was blundering on blindly and had 
iu tar missed any towns or cities. One farm 
had been in its path, but spotting planes were 
following it and gave warning in advance for 
the farmer's family to escape. 

The professor had asked the authorities to 
destroy it if they could, but knew it was hope- 
less, Machine-gun fire and even rocket bombs 
had no effect on the giant rolling ball, Its 
burning rays had the power to e.xplude all 
shells from a distance, before they even ar- 
rived. They tried setting up a huge stone 
barricade in its path. The ball simply rolled 
up over it. When it reached a lake or river, 
it didn't swerve, but rolled across the bottom. 
Water cuuld not quench its imghty fires. 

But the professor himself worked madly in 
his laboratory. There was only one faint hope. 
One way to fight fire with fire. He created 
another speck of element 100. A minute speck, 
but it was enough, for it grew. too. When it 
reached the size of a baseball. Seaton enclosed 
it in a heavy lead case and flew it by plane 
to where the giant ball was rolling along. 

HpHE professor waited until the giant ball 
reached desert regions. Then he dropped 
his small new portion down on it, like a bomb. 
The jet plane pilot zoomed away, barely in 
time. The resulting explosion ripped a gigantic 
hole in,the desert. 

The professor explained it simply to the 
reporters. "When two ferocious ameebas meet, 
they battle. The two balls ol element 100 also 
battled. They only fought for one thousandth 
ot a second, then destroyed each other. We 
call it an explosion." His voice became grim. 
"I know the name now for this new element 
, . . Eviliumr 

THE END 
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